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A Brief History of Known Space 
By Steve Gallacci 


This begins a series of short essays on 
the historical development and so- 
cial/technical background leading up to 
"Erma Felina, EDF" and "Birthright." 


The Awakening 


When does someone stop and 
question the whys and hows of existence 
in a situation that has never before been 
questioned? 

Arras Charka at the time of the 
awakening had a population of 2,187,516, 
representing 163 distinct species and a 
further thousand or more races or varia- 
tions within those species. Everyone 
seemed to be more or less busy with sup- 
porting a technic-based social economy in 
sixteen widely dispersed population 
centers across the planet. As the awaken- 
ing commenced, it was apparent that they 
had been doing so for some time. 

The bare facts of the awakening are 
as follows. 


The first full documentation of an in- 
dividual being awakened came about on 
SD (-)52-02-08/ACD -020208, when the 
three cubs of Chen Atah asked about the 
changes of the seasons. As Chen had no 
immediate answer to the question, he 
asked the home service computer net, 
which then described planetary axis-tilt 
and its effect on annual climates. Chen 
was puzzled. He remembered little more 
than one full cycle of seasons, and when 
he asked the net about the limits and 
potentials of memory, he was shocked to 
learn that there was no particular limit to 
an individual's general memory over many 
years. 

Chen went to the local medical ser- 
S unit with his:di 


Ch for an explana- 
ys, it was Clear:that 


uni : 
family, the discrepancy.-ha ‘gely gone 
unnoticed. It was only ’s piqued 


interest and follow-up with medical ser- 


vices that brought public and official atten- - 


tion to the fact. 

An ad hoc committee was formed to 
investigate the situation, aided by the net 
and with input from the public. After an ex- 
amination of the medical histories of the 
population, and in-depth post-mortems of 
individuals who had died before SD (- 
)54/ACD -03, there was evidence that 
some kind of subtle behavior-modifying 
drug had been administered to the entire 
population. Neither the method of dis- 
pensing nor the full chemistry of the drug 
has ever been revealed, but experiments 
with various mind and memory modifying 
drugs have proved the possibility of 
chemicals that subtly suppress certain 
specific types of behavior and mental 
processes. ‘These experiments, combined 
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current situation limiting and inefficient, 
and others regarded even the notion of a 


with geophysical evidence, suggest that 
the population centers had been in place 
for at least forty years prior to the awaken- 
ing, and that it was possible for the in- 
habitants to have functioned throughout 
that period without any memory of doing 
so. 

More puzzling was the data result- 
ing from examination of the wild biota. So 
great were differences in the genetic and 
even basic bio-chemical processes be- 
tween the world-wide life-forms and the 
people and food plants in the population 
centers that the Committee suggested 
that the latter must have been brought in 
from off planet. 

As special research groups con- 
tinued to seek additional evidence, a great 
public debate gripped the population, 
aided by the computer communication 
network (which provided, in effect, a 
multi-channel, world-wide "conference 
call"). Suggestions and speculations 
on the hows and whys of the in- 
habitants’ existence raged for weeks 
(and remain a hot topic to this day). Ideas 
put forth ranged from simple coloniza- 
tion, with memory suppression to 
ensure a clean break with a 
home world, to a penal 
planet, left to its own devices, 
to a grand social experiment, 
or even some combination of 
these ideas. The "social ex- 
periment” argument would 
gain considerable weight 
over the years as ex- 
aminations of other planets’ 
biospheres provided evidence 
that the entire population was 
made up of genetic constructs rather 
than naturally evolved forms. 

After the initial discovery and 
debate on the “awakening” and its im- 
ication for the origins of the intelligent in- 
abitants.of.A i 


perfect system as impossible in practice 
and undesirable to consider in theory. 
These sub-debates became the starting 
points for several political and social 
movements which have driven much of 
history since. Counter arguments also 
arose, related to speculations about the 
possible relationship with whatever agen- 
cy started the colony: were the people ex- 
pected to keep things going as they found 
them, or, as the idea that they were a so- 
cial experiment gained popularity, were 
they expected to progress, perewes even 
seek out their colonizers? Small groups, 
some virtually cults, have organized over 
the years, around either the imminent 
return of the colonizers/creators, or their 
eventual discovery in the farthest reaches 
of space. 

A more subtle and long-term issue 
also arose with the initial recognition of 


awakening; society had no clearly defined 
code of conduct or personal or collective 
expectations or motives. As the people 
had functioned for some time without ob- 
vious thought or questions about goals, 
beyond maintaining a basic social in- 
frastructure, the concept of critical thought 
became an issue in itself. The population 
already had a sense of self-discipline, 
simply as a practical necessity for general 
order, but as the idea of questioning the 
status quo spread, the new concepts of 
vice and crime arose and were answered 


While the population’s origins 
remained clouded and the facts became 
overlaid with quasi-religious elements, 
pursuing interplanetary, and later, inter- 
Stellar exploration, was the single defini- 
tive decision reached by the Committee 
and supported by an overwhelming 
majority during the great debate. 

The drive to space also influenced 
the public’s view of their place in the 
universe. 

While interstellar space was clearly 
boundless, the limits of a single planet ap- 
peared equally obvious. Environmental 
security and careful assessment of conse- 
quence became central to on-planet activ- 
ity and was an additional goad to space- 
based industry and colonization. So 
began the run to the stars. 


A Day with the Felnas : 
From the few glimpses into Erma's early years that have been presented in ALBEDO, one might think it was all ; 
non-stop crisis and trauma. But with a few tragic exceptions, Erma's childhood was not all that exceptional. This bit 

is a common example of a day in the shopping district, more to present how civilian life looks, than it is of any 
| particular importance in Erma's life. 


There you are. 
Now you're ready to go. 


I'm ready to go too, Mother. 


Hello Door, 
please lock now. 
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©1992 S A Gallacci *The word isn't really "Miss" but it means about the same thing. 


Across the bay, 
shopping. 


Taking the cubs out? 
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Getting around in Annianport is usually on foot, as almost everything is within a kilometer or two of everything else 
and private vehicles are virtually unknown. There is the occasional bicycle, but on Annah, it hasn't caught on as a 
popular form of transportation. As Eda wants to go to the open market on the far side of Kena Bay, she'll take the 
monorail. It's quick and using it is inexpensive. Most well-developed worlds with close ties to Arras Charka and the 
early colonies build monorail networks. 
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You know, if they can't 
find anything that fits, 
she gets to keep you. 


State support also applies to creative and performing 
arts, which allows artists to get started free of 
immediate market pressure. With a technology base 
that includes all kinds of audio-visual presentations, 
visual arts tend to non-representive decorative 
items, usually in ceramics or fabric. Custom-made 
home furnishing and utility items are also popular. 
With Kanoc serving with the EDF and Eda an 
academician, the Felna family has a fair amount of 
consumer credit and can afford to patronize the 
shops and artisans that make up the market district. 


Going shopping can mean walking to the 
neighborhood basic service outlet, a kind of 
convenience store, often state-owned, that 
carries various food and sundries. With one's 
Basic Allowance ID, most basic goods and 
services are effectively free, when used in 
moderation. Fancier consumer goods can 
be had by either carefully budgeting one's 
BA credit or by doing some kind of work. As 
most basic production is heavily automated, 
and the number of civil/social service jobs 
are fairly limited, most supplemental income 
opportunities are in fancy consumer goods 
and services. The state provides 
opportunities for entrepreneurs to start their 
own small businesses, which gives people 
the chance to both make money and have 
something to spend it on. 


Now you hold still a little longer. 


I'll be done in a moment. 
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Most food throughout known space is manufactured, processed from icky algae+bacteria soup or tissue cultured 
meat-like stuff. There are also food plants, mostly edible greens and some fruits and cereals. However, As they 
need to be protected from the native environment, limiting them to greenhouses, they make up only a small 
portion of an average diet. Without a culinary history, there is no effort made to make factory food look like anything 
in particular (so while tissue culture could be processed to look and taste like steak, it's usually served as a "protein 
bar" or used as a meaty broth). Similarly, most other manufactured foods are made to be nutritious and efficient 
and occasionally palatable. However, Dornthantii menus do include salads, which are often very elaborate 
creations that are appetizing even to mostly carnivorous citizens (while the various species do share many 
characteristics with their pre-sentient ancestors, all have the compromised teeth and gut of an omnivore). 
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Tasak,only 
one at a time. 


Chocilit fros'ed 
sugar bom's! 


Oh, Mother. Tasak's touched all the crispy bars. 
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uh - gotta go. 
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G'day Citizens, 
and how can | help you? 


Very well, Citizen. If you do 
need anything, just ask. 


Personal hygiene can be an awkward topic. Grooming services for ‘morphs are already a bit complicated, with the 
considerable range of physical types; not only size, but digigrade versus plantigrade stance, types of tails, and pelt 
or plumage characteristics. Also, many 'morphs are not very dexterous or flexible and have a hard time getting full 
access to their whole body. Consequently, grooming specialists are common throughout the inner worlds, not 
only in sa/omlike businesses, but in all but the most rudimentary lavatories as well. Outworlders, usually of a more 
independent and private-minded nature, regard these groomers as little more than high-priced bottom-wipers and 
along with the unisex facilities, a sure sign of central world decadence. But groomers are a well trained cross 
between a beautician and psycho-physical therapist, as grooming can be as much a social and psychological 
service as it is a cosmetic touch. Because of that, the job is well regarded in the central worlds and, with medtechs 
and caregivers, it is a high-priority health and social service profession. Outworlders do have grooming services, 
but they tend to be species and gender specific cosmetic care only (very much like barbers and beauticians). 
While technically possible, robot grooming assistance has never caught on for public use, though ship-board 
"personal hygiene modules" can be fitted with computer controlled “helping hands,” which can be invaluable, 
especially in zero gee conditions. PHMs combine the functions of a toilet, bidet, shower, and forced air dryer in a 
single unit. Equipment for elimination takes the form of "squatties" rather than “potties,” as sitting can be awkward 
or impractical for many, though swing-away seats or other supports are common for those who want/need them. 


| can go and take 
care of myself 
myself, thank you. 
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I'm gald you behaved yo 
Tasak, you can get the door. 
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NOW CALCULATE HOW MUCH WILL 
BE EXPENDED TO MAKE PLANET ORBIT. 


Yes. I'll -uh- 
have it in a sec’. 


-and then the b-i- 00 - ah- bio-survey team found an art - 
arto - arthropod with long ap - pen - dag - es, ap-pen-dag-es? 


Appendages. 
yy 


Yes, Mother. 
I've gota new math space adventure |}, 
Computer wants me to try. 


Oh, appendages. 
With long appendages 
on both its head and tail. 
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Primary education varies widely, even in the community. While there are basic goals and requirements for all 
children, the family has considerable leeway in how to achieve them. Home schooling, usually with computer net 

“ support, is a popular way, though full or part time classroom study is also common. All children eventually get at 
least a few hours a week in a classroom environment, if for no other reason than to get some social group 
experience. Much of the teaching is done through motivating challenges, presenting the child with interesting 
activities that require learning in order to get the most out of them. So, for example, for reading and writing, an 
engaging story is started, but it requires more reading to follow it, and some scenes might call on the child to help 
write the story as well to proceed to a desired conclusion. The intent is to instill a sense of relevant value to 
learning and encourage active and creative habits that will carry on throughout life. 


